
 

 

Kevin Rachlin is the Director of 

Public Policy and Government Affairs at 
InterAcƟon, an alliance of U.S.‐based 
relief and development organizaƟons. 
Kevin leads InterAcƟon’s advocacy 
efforts to the US Government to ad‐
vance the policy prioriƟes of InterAcƟon 

and its NGO members.  
 
Kevin joined InterAcƟon from the Basic 
EducaƟon CoaliƟon, where he served as 
the Director of Government Affairs. In 
this capacity, he was a leader in legisla‐
Ɵve and policy formaƟon for the global 

educaƟon community, engaging deeply 
with other advocates to pass the Rein‐
forcing EducaƟon Accountability in De‐
velopment Act in 2017. 
 
Prior to his tenure with the Basic Educa‐
Ɵon CoaliƟon, Kevin spent nearly seven 
years working for J Street, a pro‐Israel 
pro‐peace advocacy organizaƟon in 
Washington serving in mulƟple roles, 
including the organizaƟon’s Deputy Di‐
rector of Government Affairs, spear‐
heading advocacy efforts on Capitol Hill, 
and Deputy Chief of Staff. Kevin also sits 
on the Board of Directors for 
Kids4Peace, a global movement of 
youth and families dedicated to ending 
conflict and inspiring hope in divided 
socieƟes around the world.  He is also 
an Arlington County Government Com‐
missioner. 
 
A naƟve of Dayton, Ohio, Kevin received 
his MS in Global Health and Medical 
Policy from George Mason University. 
He received his dual BA from The Ohio 
State University in Security & Intelli‐
gence, and PoliƟcal Science and a minor 
in Hebrew. He lives in Arlington, Virginia 
with his wife, Jennifer, two daughters 
and dog.   
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SAMANTHA BEU 

 
Samantha Beu is majoring in Interna‐
Ɵonal RelaƟons & Diplomacy, with a 
minor in Korean.  She had the oppor‐
tunity to study abroad during the sum‐
mer of 2018 on the ISA Seoul Summer 
Program in South Korea.  The Gilman 
InternaƟonal Scholarship helped Saman‐
tha fund her program abroad. 
 
“Spending the summer of 2018 in Seoul, 

South Korea was quite possibly the best 

experience I’ve had as an undergradu‐

ate. As a recipient of the Benjamin A. 

Gilman Scholarship as well as the Mon‐

da InternaƟonal Experience Scholarship, 

I was tremendously grateful for the op‐

portunity to travel abroad for the first 

Ɵme to study at the presƟgious Korea 

University. Not only was I was able to 

engage with locals and experience the 

beauƟful language, culture and cuisine 

of South Korea, but I also had the for‐

tune of traveling around the country 

during my free Ɵme. From visiƟng the 

historical Gyeongbokgung Palace, to 

hopping on a plane to Jeju Island to see 

the famous Jeongbang waterfall, to 

climbing Mt. Paldal and hiking the 6 km 

Hwaseong Fortress around the city of 

Suwon, I felt nothing short of fulfillment 

during my stay in Korea. AŌer com‐

pleƟng my program at Korea University, 

I was awarded the Academic Excellence 

Award and have since kept in contact 

with my professors as well as the amaz‐

ing friends I made in the process. I am 

so thankful for my experience and 

would encourage anyone to take the 

opportunity to travel abroad.” 

 

To learn more about the Gilman Study 

Abroad scholarship, go to: 

hƩps://gilmanapplicaƟon.iie.org/ 

 

The U.S. Department of State’s Benja-

min A. Gilman InternaƟonal Scholar-

ship is a grant program that enables 

students of limited financial means to 

study or intern abroad, thereby gaining 

skills criƟcal to our naƟonal security and 

economic compeƟƟveness. 

The Gilman Scholarship Program is open 

to U.S. ciƟzen undergraduate students 

who are receiving Federal Pell Grant 

funding at a two‐year or four‐year col‐

lege or university to parƟcipate in study 

and intern abroad programs worldwide. 

 


