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Buck-I-SERV, SOUTH AFRICA

Kathryn Hogan (2011)

Front cover and above photo: Kathryn Hogan (2nd from right) on Table Mountain, in South Africa. “l was lucky
enough to be selected to advise the first-ever Buck-I-SERV trip to Cape Town, South Africa in December 2012.”

Kathryn Hogan graduated in Spring
2011 with degrees in International Re-
lations & Diplomacy and Political Sci-
ence and a minor in African Studies.
She will once again graduate from OSU
this Spring 2013 with a Master’s Of
Public Administration (MPA) in Public
Policy & Management. Read about her
graduate experience as a Buck-I-SERV
trip leader!

““We’re actually expanding Buck-I-
SERV to include international programs
and one will be going to South Africa
this December.” | was thrilled when |
heard these words come out of the
Buck-I-SERV  Coordinator’s  mouth.
Buck-I-SERV is Ohio State University’s
(OSU) alternative break program for
undergraduate students. OSU under-
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graduate students can participate in
65 trips across the country and abroad
to serve at various nonprofit organiza-
tions that address a range of issues.
Each of these trips typically has a staff
member or graduate student accompa-
ny the students in their travels to serve
as their advisor. As a graduate student
at OSU, | had served as an advisor for
two trips, one to Washington, DC and
one to Los Angeles. | had grown close
to the Buck-I-SERV coordinator and
found myself in her office one day
when | noticed a painting from Ghana
on her office wall. | shared with her
that | had studied abroad in Uganda
and Tanzania during my undergraduate
years at OSU, and majored in Interna-
tional Relations with a minor in African
Studies. She immediately told me of

the plans to expand Buck-I-SERV’s pro-
gram to include South Africa, and |
made it clear that | was interested in
advising the trip as a graduate student
at OSuU.

I was lucky enough to be selected to
advise the first-ever Buck-I-SERV trip to
Cape Town, South Africa in December
2012. Dr. Javaune Adams-Gaston (“Dr.
J.”) Vice President for Student Life at
OSU, co-advised the trip with me as we
traveled with ten undergraduates to
serve in Cape Town for a week over
winter break. The lessons we learned
were invaluable.

We served through an organization
called ProWorld, which linked us with
local social entrepreneurs and non-
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Kathryn (center) with Mama Rosie on her right. Mama Rosie runs a community garden and harvests the vegetables to

feed local school children.

profits in the Cape Town area. The first
organization we worked with was led
by a woman named Pamela. Pamela’s
daughter lost her life to HIV when she
was only 18. As a result, Pamela has
led the charge in her township to edu-
cate and address HIV. She leads a team
of home health workers that volunteer
their time to go into the community
and help those living with HIV take
their medicine, get to the doctor, and
eat healthy, nutrient-dense meals. She
believes strongly that her community
needs to overcome the stigma of HIV
and acknowledge the realities of the
disease. She fought a year-long battle
with a local high school principal to
offer testing in his high school. He re-

sisted this idea and claimed there was
no HIV in his school. After a year she
finally got into the school to test stu-
dents and found nearly a third were
positive. She responded accordingly so
these students could take the next
steps to living healthy lives. She is
affecting change by raising awareness
and breaking down stigmas. One of her
volunteers who is HIV-positive told me,
“I control my HIV, it does not control
me.” This statement is a testament to
the empowerment Pamela has brought
to her community.

The second organization was with a
woman who we affectionately called
Mama Rosie. She has runs a communi-

ty garden in her township and harvests
the vegetables to feed local school chil-
dren. She also teaches women in her
community how to bead so they can
make jewelry and sell it to earn a mod-
est income. Rosie also seeks to educate
her community about HIV and how to
live a healthy life if one is positive.

Both women leaders inspired the stu-
dents. On the last day, the students on
my trip cried during the goodbyes with
both of our organizations. As | watched
them say their tearful goodbyes, |
couldn’t help but see myself in them. |
reflected on my first trip to Africa a few
years prior and the ways in which it
changed me.
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A group photo of the entire Buck-I-SERV team and Mama Rosie's team.

“When choosing a degree in the International Studies

department, you never actually know where it might take you. It might be a study abroad while at OSU, on a Buck-I-SERV trip a

few years later, or to a new country for a job with a nonprofit or government agency

Study abroad to Uganda and Tanzania
transformed my life. | saw the world
through a different lens, learned the
perceptions that Americans have of
Africa are frequently incorrect, and
realized how small my world view was
prior to the trip. Students can certainly
learn valuable lessons in the class-
room, but going beyond offers per-
spectives and experiences that cannot
be produced by a book or a lecture. On
the last day of the trip when we were
thanking Mama Rosie and her team for
hosting us, Dr. J thanked them all by
stating, “Students learn some of their
greatest lessons outside of the class-
room. Thank you all for being mem-
bers of our faculty at Ohio State Uni-
versity.” This statement illustrates the
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importance of learning outside of the
classroom, outside of Columbus and
outside of Ohio.

I chose International Relations as an
undergraduate student because |
wanted opportunities to learn from
‘OSU faculty’ abroad. | graduated and
went on to pursue a graduate degree
in Public Administration, with the
hopes of working for a nonprofit that
addresses international development
after completion of that degree.

| was sad to leave International Rela-
tions behind; however, my undergrad-
uate degree in International Relations
opened doors | never could have imag-
ined. A simple conversation about my
love of Africa and my studies as an un-

dergrad took me halfway across the
globe to experience it all over again.

When choosing a degree in the Inter-
national Studies department, you nev-
er actually know where it might take
you. It might be a study abroad while
at OSU, on a Buck-I-SERV trip a few
years later, or to a new country for a
job with a nonprofit or government
agency.

There are OSU faculty all over the
world waiting to teach you, and a de-
gree in International Relations can
serve as the ticket to get you there. |
know it did for me. “

Alyssa Jeswald
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Foundation HopeHouse, THAILAND

Alyssa Jeswald (third from left) with students and staff at Nadeepittayakohm School, located in a small village

outside Nong Khai, Thailand.

Alyssa Jeswald is a graduating senior
majoring in French and International
Relations & Diplomacy. Alyssa spent
her last semester at OSU interning
through Foundation HopeHouse locat-
ed in Nong Khai, Thailand. Here is her
internship story.

“Upon arriving at the Udon Thani air-
port in Northeastern Thailand, the usu-
al wave of adventure and unexplaina-
ble happiness which comes with step-
ping into the unknown swept over my

entire being. | thought to myself:
"Finally, | am here". The faint, yet firm
idea that | should go, had to go, to
Thailand had been steadily growing in
my consciousness since before last
May. Beginning in January, | would live
and work as a volunteer teacher at
Nadeepittayakohm School, located in a
small village, just about an hour from
Nong Khai. At the government spon-
sored school, about 435 Matthayom
students (ages 12-17) come to fulfill
their secondary education require-

ments each day. The parade of uni-
formed students and teachers alike,
arriving most often by motorbike, is in
and of itself an experience.

Within the student body, there are 20
at the school who are sponsored by
the Swiss organization, Foundation
HopeHouse. The organization funds
highly motivated, yet financially bur-
dened students as well as volunteers
who aim to add to the students' learn-
ing. In the past, this has taken the form
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Alyssa Jeswald (left) enjoying a moment with one of her students.

of first aid training, vocational training,
and even teaching computer and pro-
fessional skills . Essentially, my specific
role with the Foundation was to facili-
tate three to four English classes a day,
help with language club once a week,
and lead a group of intermediate stu-
dents in a supplemental class after
school. In short, my job was to con-
vince students that speaking English
was, in fact, not so scary!

It's fair to say, as much as I'd rather not
admit it, that the first two weeks after
my arrival didn't for the most part fo-
cus on the lesson plans | was to teach.
Instead, | divided my time equally be-
tween wondering if the students un-
derstood anything | said, and trying to
create an atmosphere the students
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were comfortable in. The latter was
basically achieved by making myself
look foolish in front of class, and
though it took some determination, as
well as athletic ability (running down
aisles in 909F isn't that easy) I'd like to
think | was successful. The first was a
bit more difficult to overcome, and
despite my grandmother's constant
pleads, | think | finally understand the
meaning of "speak slowly".

Here in Northeastern Thailand, more
commonly known as Isan, the cost of
schooling for one student per year is
6,000 baht (30 B O 1USD). Transporta-
tion costs are on average 2,400B , and
the compulsory uniforms total 750B.
Add to that the fact that Thailand's

Teaching in a remote area, she had to make
special efforts to work though cultural barriers to create a working learning environment for her students.

north east is among the poorest re-
gions in the country, and the monetary
barriers become clear. For sake of per-
spective, the average household in-
come per student family is 4,000B
each month**. Because of Isan's de-
pendence on crops and agriculture,
income can vary greatly based on the
success of the year's harvest. It's logi-
cal then, that this combination of fac-
tors i.e. tuition, associated costs, and
the predicted monetary return in ob-
taining an education, are not always
seen as favorable to parents or care-
takers.

However, difficulties in Thai education
are more complicated than a simple
lack of funding. In the North East for
example, the Isan language, not Thai, is

Inside a local Buddhist Shrine near Nong Khai, Thailand. Thailand is a 97% Buddhist country, among the highest

concentrations in the world.

most often spoken at home. While the
students surely have great knowledge
of Thai, this language difference still
serves as an obstacle for some stu-
dents.

In addition, English competency is re-
quired of all students before gradua-
tion from secondary school. In more
isolated regions such as Isan, where
few if any native speakers work, this
requirement proves especially difficult.
In 2015, ASEAN (Association of South
East Asian Nations) aims to transform
its member nations, of which Thailand
belongs, into a single labor market.
“The economic integration goals will
include the elimination of tariffs, free
professional movement, capital and a

faster customs clearance proce-
dure" (Asean Community 2015). With
this free flow, knowledge of the English
language, among others such as Chi-
nese, Japanese, etc., will become a
vital component in determining a stu-
dent's success in school and beyond.

Whatever reasons may have led me
here, | am confident in saying that they
have been shifted, changed, and al-
tered. Certainly any previous notions |
may have held in what shapes a suc-
cessful education have changed. Dur-
ing this short period as a volunteer
teacher, | have learned that education-
al hindrances can stem from an intri-
cate web of shortcomings and it takes
a comprehensive view to tackle these

problems. Without a holistic approach
such as this, educational reform, no
matter the location, isn't possible. I've
learned that despite the vision | have
of myself as Andrew Zimmern, |
shouldn't eat all bizarre foods that are
presented to me (Listen to OIA when
they tell you to be careful with what
you eatl). And perhaps most im-
portantly, I've learned to be flexible;
That its better to act as a changeable
mold than with a stern rigidity. “

SOURCES:

"ASEAN Community 2015." ASEAN
Community 2015. N.p., n.d. Web. 12
Feb. 2013.
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My Junior Year Abroad

Jacob Bogart

Above photo: Jacob Bogart is a junior majoring in Globalization Studies and French. “ | snuck up onto the roof of the United
Nations in Geneva to snap a picture on my last day at work for Human Rights. All throughout high school | knew | wanted to

study abroad my junior year of college.

internships, and a presentation at an international conference

Jacob Bogart is a junior majoring in
Globalization Studies and French. This
is his junior year abroad story!

“All throughout high school | knew |
wanted to study abroad my junior year
of college. Both my parents and my
sister had studied abroad, in France
and England, and | had grown up
knowing that it was something | would
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eventually do. However, | never ex-
pected that my year abroad would in-
volve research, two internships, and a
presentation at an international con-
ference! Wait, I'm getting ahead of
myself-let’s start at the beginning.

Last Winter | contacted Dr. Terri Teal
Bucci, a professor in Math Education at
Ohio State who founded the Haiti Em-

However, | never expected that my year abroad would involve research, two

powerment Project, and asked her for
advice on how to conduct research in
Haiti. She invited me to accompany her
and a group to Haiti over spring break
and offered to be my research advisor.
After my trip to Haiti over spring break,
| realized | wanted to return to conduct
full time research on how Non-
Governmental Organizations affect
tent camps in Croix-des-Bouquets, Hai-
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As part of his internship in Primary Education in Haiti, Jacob helped run a summer camp for kids and taught English in an after-
school program for teenagers. “l spent the summer of 2012 in Haiti conducting research and teaching English at a local school
in Croix-des-Bouquets. Here | am with one of my small students!”

ti. With Dr. Bucci as my advisor, | put
together proposals and budgets and
applied for grants and scholarships to
fund my research. | was fortunate
enough to receive one of two
Holbrooke Summer Research Fellow-
ships offered by the Undergraduate
Research Office at Ohio State, as well
as a few other smaller grants. With
these funds, | had enough money to go
to Haiti, do an internship at the Haitian
American Caucus, pay for translators,
lodging, materials, transportation, and
conduct my research!

| left on June 14th, 4 days after | left
Ohio State for the summer. | decided
to do an internship at the same time as
| conducted my research so that |

would have a safe and convenient
place to stay that also provided food
and a framework for travelling in Haiti.
My internship was in Primary Educa-
tion, so | was able to teach English in
an after-school program to teenagers,
help run a summer camp for kids, and
conduct needs based assessments on
education in the community. The in-
ternship was a positive experience that
demonstrated the other side of what |
was researching-how non-
governmental organizations (NGOs)
affect their community but from the
perspective of the NGO.

When | had days free | went to the
nearby tent camps with a translator to
conduct interviews for my research.

After the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, 1.5
million people were displaced from
their homes. These people, without
homes or places to stay, were given
tents by NGOs, the UN and govern-
ment agencies. With these tents, the
displaced Haitians set up temporary
‘tent camps’ to live and receive emer-
gency aid until they could return to
their home. However, three years after
the earthquake, there are still nearly
500,000 Haitians living in these squalid
tent camps. Many of these people
have not received aid and are in dire
situations.

| asked questions about how NGOs had

affected them and their community,
what role they would like NGOs to
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During his internship with Human Rights watch, headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, Jacob attended the United
Nations 21st session of the Human Rights Council. “l worked for Human Rights Watch at the United Nations Human
Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland last fall. Here | am in the General Assembly hall.”

have in Haiti, what they thought of
NGOs, and in general what experiences
they had had with NGOs, as well as a
few other questions. My goal was to
learn of the Haitian experience in tent
camps in relation to NGOs. What |
learned was that the majority of the
people | talked to had in fact not re-
ceived much if any aid at all. Further-
more, the NGOs that had come to their
tent camps, like Oxfam and OIM, had
not done much, and in a few instances,
had actually had negative impacts on
their community. The general impres-
sion | got was one of frustration and
anger at the current situation and at
the NGOs who had claimed to help
them. In total | conducted nearly 40
interviews in five different tent camps
in Croix-des-Bouquets, Haiti.
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On August 14th, three days after | re-
turned from Haiti, | left for Geneva,
Switzerland, where | studied abroad
through Kent State University. Through
this unique program, | was able to do
an internship while taking classes. |
was fortunate enough to be selected
as an Advocacy Intern for Human
Rights Watch, an NGO that works on
human rights all throughout the world.
At this internship, | was able to go to
the United Nations 21st session of the
Human Rights Council in September of
2012. At the Human Rights Council, |
attended meetings, plenary sessions,
and resolution debates all while taking
notes for my directors in Geneva and
directors in other cities around the
world. It was an amazing opportunity
that showed me first hand how diplo-

macy, international relations and hu-
man rights interact at the United Na-
tions.

Through this internship as well, | was
selected, with the other advocacy in-
tern, to write a report for the United
Nations Special Rapporteur on North
Korea. This report was an assessment
of the human rights trends in all UN
documentation regarding North Korea.
The Special Rapporteur, Marzuki Da-
rusman, used our 22-page report in his
report to the Human Rights Council’s
22nd Session. It was an incredible ex-
perience being able to have an actual
role on human rights policy, and to see
something | co-authored be published
as a UN resolution.

The rest of my time in Geneva was
spent taking classes on international
affairs, travelling to other European
countries (me and my friends did a
cruise in the Adriatic over fall break)
and practicing French.

At the request of my advisor, Dr. Bucci,
I found an academic conference on
sustainability where | could potentially
present my research from Haiti. | ap-
plied in August and was accepted to be
a presenter at the conference in Janu-
ary 2013 in Hiroshima, Japan. In Au-
gust, after | was accepted to be a pre-
senter, | applied and was awarded
enough money to go by the College of
Arts and Sciences. So, over my “break”
between Geneva and Paris, | wrote my
presentation and prepared to go to
Japan. | went with Dr. Bucci and anoth-
er student who was presenting for six
days in January. It was an amazing ex-
perience in which | learned about all
the different forms of sustainability.
Furthermore, | was able to advocate
for all the Haitians | met and spoke
with in Haiti in my presentation. Lastly,
Dr. Bucci and | are currently using the
research for a paper, which we will
submit to a journal for publication. Not
to mention | got to eat sushi, drink
Sake, and experience Japanese culture
in a city that is completely devoted to
peace, Hiroshima.

| returned from Japan a week before
leaving for Paris. | am currently taking
classes at the Sorbonne, through Inter-
national Studies Abroad, an organiza-
tion that organizes study abroad se-
mesters for students. My classes are
about French grammar, history, cul-
ture, phonetics, and art, and are all
taught in French! It was quite challeng-
ing at first to take notes and listen only
in French, but after the first three
weeks, | feel more comfortable and
confident in my French abilities. One
reason | have already gotten by in
French is that | am also doing a
homestay in Paris, that is, I'm living
with a French family who only speak
French to me. This is my favorite as-
pect of my time abroad-learning about
language and culture in a classroom is
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one thing, even with it being in France
in French, but living with a French fam-
ily and eating dinner with them every
night is quite another. I learn first hand
French culture, what are popular idi-
oms and how to speak. We also have
cultural exchange where | share about
America and learn in turn how things
work in France.

| will be in Paris until June 1st, when |
will return to the States. Hopefully by
that time | will be fluent in French.
Concluding my year abroad will not be
sad for me-I have loved every moment
of being abroad. However, being gone
for so long makes you appreciate the

culture and people you left behind, as
well. I am excited to return to Ohio
State with a more international per-
spective, memories, and fluency in
another language. | know that if it was
not for Ohio State, | would not have
had these opportunities that have
largely confirmed and prepared me for
my future academic goals of graduate
school and career aspirations of work-
ing for the United Nations.”
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International Studies is pleased to join
The Ohio State University in congratu-
lating Marco Canevari for winning First
Place in Division 1 Men’s Epee at the
2013 NCAA Fencing Championships held
from March 20 to 23, 2013, in San Anto-
nio, Texas. This is the highest title that
can be won at the collegiate level.

Over 100 fencers from the four regions
of the United States participated in the
event. Marco won 17 of the 25 matches
in which he participated (23 rounds plus
semi-final and final matches). In the
inset photo at right, you can see the
“last touch” of the championship
match!

Marco started fencing at age six. He
won the Italian Championship Gold
Medal in 2001 and Silver in 2006. He
was a World Cup medalist in 2005 and
2006, and has won several other cham-
pionships and titles in men’s epee.

He is an International Relations and Di-
plomacy major and Political Science
major, with plans to graduate Spring
2014. His daily schedule includes train-
ing and practice five mornings each
week. He is finally able to have dinner
at about 9:00 PM and then studies until
2:00-3:00 AM. “Every athlete goes
through this kind of path.”
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Benjamin A. Gilman Scholar,

CHINA

Adam Kong

Adam Kong bungee jumping the Qinglong Gorge while studying in China this summer! Adam is a senior majoring in Chinese,
East Asian Studies and World Economy & Business.

“During the summer of 2012 | was a
recipient of a Gilman Scholarship, a spe-
cific scholarship awarded by the Insti-
tute of International Education to study
abroad. Having already been accepted
into the Alliance for Global Education, |
was ready to fly off to Beijing and begin
what was to be an amazing summer.

Beijing Language and Culture University,
or Beiyu as it is more commonly known,
is a university primarily dedicated to the
teaching of languages. Set in the
Wudaokou district of Beijing, it hosts
about 9,000 foreign students each year
while it acts as home to a Chinese stu-
dent population of about 4,000. My
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mornings consisted of learning Chinese
from 9:00 to noon and then attending
an economics course titled China’s Eco-
nomic Development: 1978 to the Present
and Beyond. This summer marked the
first time | had stayed in China inde-
pendent of my family and helped me
gain a better perspective on what is
means to be Chinese American.

Through my program, we went on vari-
ous field trips throughout China. Disre-
garding some of the major tourist
attractions, the Alliance for Global Edu-
cation took us to Guoliangcun, a small
mountain village located in the Taihang
Mountains, Henan province. Seeing wa-

terfalls, hiking through trails, and ex-
ploring caves were just a fraction of
what we all did on that trip. The Alliance
also gave us plenty of time to travel in-
dependently while studying in Beijing. |
personally had the pleasure of traveling
alone to the Anhui province where |
visited my family and got to see the Lo-
tus Water Gardens in the Jiaoganghu
scenic area. In addition to going to An-
hui, two other friends and | were able to
travel to Qingdao (home of the famous
Tsingdao beer company) and hike
through the back trails of Laoshan.

We also stayed in the Old Observatory,
an observatory situated on a hill over-

Adam (left in photo) also had the pleasure of hiking the Taihang Mountains with friends. “This summer marked the
first time | had stayed in China independent of my family and helped me gain a better perspective on what is means to

be Chinese American.”

looking the city that was transformed
into a hostel. However, the hiking in
Laoshan didn’t compare to the intense
uphill climb of Qinglong Gorge and the
bungee jumping over the Qinglong res-
ervoir. All things considered, this sum-
mer was full of traveling and strenuous
experiences. On the other hand though
was the academic side.

A study abroad can’t be all fun and
games, and | learned quickly how much
time and effort | would have to put in to
succeed in my classes. With Chinese
classes every morning at 9 am and then
an economics course after, life was by
no means easy in Beijing. The Chinese
class | took pushed my speaking limits to
the point where | feel comfortable say-
ing that | am now fluent in Chinese. Dur-

ing class, we not only worked from a
textbook but applied our knowledge by
engaging with Chinese students at
Tsinghua University through surveys and
discussions. | was also working on a re-
search project, or what the Alliance pro-
gram called our “Capstone.” We were
encouraged to pick a topic involving
China and using our environment, con-
duct research using our Chinese lan-
guage ability. As a Outdoor Adventure
Center climbing instructor, | have a sig-
nificant interest in rock climbing and
chose to research how China has em-
braced the outdoor industry, particular-
ly rock climbing. Through interviewing
people at local climbing gyms and going
out to climb in the mountains north of
Beijing, | discovered some fascinating
things about the outdoor industry in

China and concluded that despite all the
previous regulations of sports in China,
outdoor sports can bring rural areas out
of poverty while providing enough eco-
nomic benefit for the government to get
involved.

Coming back from this summer was a
surreal experience. Totaling 41 hours of
transit, including a 12 hour layover in
Vancouver, | had to readjust to a typical
college life style. Not being able to go to
the Dumpling Lady next door or not hav-
ing to speak Mandarin really makes me
treasure my summer of 2012. “

To learn more about the Benjamin A.
Gilman Scholarship, go to:
http://www.iie.org/en/Programs/
Gilman-Scholarship-Program
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NEW COURSE FOR AUTUMN 2013
Introduction to HUMAN RIGHTS

Prof. Ines Valdez Tappata

WF 12:45PM - 2:05PM

Room 258, Central Classroom
Bldg.

Class #: 31344

Credits: 3

This course provides an introduc-
tion to the question of human
rights. Throughout the semester,
we will examine the conceptual
history as well as the practice of
human rights through interdisci-
plinary texts. As part of this as-
sessment, we will consider, (1)
the classics texts that contributed
to the development of the idea of
human rights and its further evo-
lution until the present, (2) the
history of human rights’ gradual
adoption in international and do-
mestic covenants, (3) the critics
that have challenged the princi-
ples and the uses of human
rights, both historically and in the
present, and (4) approaches that
seek to make human rights into a
political concept. With the pur-
pose of understanding and ap-
preciating the material covered in
this course, students are ex-
pected to fully participate in the
teaching process not only as ac-
tive learners, but also as peer ed-
ucators and public scholars.

To achieve the aforementioned
objectives, students will be re-
quired to both think and write

critically, imaginatively and reflec-
tively about the material dealt
with in class. Respectful participa-
tion, which is not strictly limited
to verbal contribution, thus be-
comes a clear component of the
learning process. Daily writing
tasks as well as frequent group
work will be used to facilitate
high levels and varied types of

class involvement. Additionally,
students will be asked to write a
midterm exam and a final essay
in which you will further develop
and sharpen your analytic as well
as your writing skills.

Prerequisites: None.

INTELLIGENCE SCHOLARSHIP

Austin Stewart
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International Studies is proud to announce Austin Stewart
is the recipient of a $2,250.00 Intelligence Scholarship
from the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics
Association Educational Foundation.

Austin learned of this opportunity through a listserve mes-
sage from the department. “I try to read as many of the e-
mails as | can and then apply for as many as | can.”

Austin is pursing two degrees. He is a Security & Intelli-
gence major and also a Business major with a specializa-

Bl tion in Finance. His minor is in Russian.

Austin sought two letters of recommendation from Ohio
State professors and instructors and a third letter from his
employer. In the picture, Dr. Omar Keshk is presenting the
award and check to Austin on behalf of AFCEA.

Austin has applied for the Fund for American Studies in-
ternship/study experience at George Mason University in
their Institute on Economics and International Affairs for
the summer of 2013. Scholarship money will be used to
help fund attending the program.
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SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY:
The Security & Intelligence Club

Peter Marzalik

Security & Intelligence Club Officers:
Marzalik, Alex Polivka, Thomas Nitz.

“In Spring 2010, fellow founder, Eric D
'Angelo, and | met to discuss the ambi-
tious aspiration of creating a new stu-
dent organization. We both had en-
joyed our first year as Security & Intel-
ligence majors but wanted extracurric-
ular activities to test our growing
knowledge of the field. Thus, the Secu-
rity & Intelligence Club (S&I Club) was
born.

The S&I club works to provide consist-
ently interesting, informative events
for our members. From the beginning,
organizing at least one S&I Club related
activity every week quickly became a
club code.

S&I Club has excelled rapidly in its first
two years. We hosted many security
officials from the Intelligence Commu-
nity including FBI, CIA, NSA, DHS and
DIA and multiple professors from the
International  Studies Department.
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From Left to Right: Katelyn Wright, Emily Wiegand, Eric D "Angelo, Peter

Most notably, Ms. Sandra Stanar-
Johnson, an OSU graduate and NSA
Representative to the Department of
Homeland Security, who works person-
ally with the directors of NSA and DHS,
has been a guest. In addition to speak-
ing events, we prepared discussion
meetings on al-Qaeda, al-Shabaab,
Syria, and code breaking. These stu-
dent-led forums allow our members to
share their opinions on relevant inter-
national issues. The S&l Club is also
active in the Columbus community at
large. We have a developing partner-
ship with HandsOn Central Ohio, an
emergency preparedness organization
that works closely with Columbus area
security professionals. As HandsOn
Central Ohio participants, we volun-
teered at the National Homeland Secu-
rity Conference in Spring 2011.

One of our most popular activities is
our annual Simulated Intelligence Mis-

sion on campus. This three-hour secu-
rity and intelligence workshop involves
a complicated, multi-actor scenario
during which the skills of agent, ana-
lyst, and policymaker are taught to
about a dozen participants. Field oper-
ations include conducting an interroga-
tion in a foreign language, decoding
operative profiles, defusing a fake
bomb, executing dead drops, trailing
suspects, and analyzing intelligence.
Though application based, no prior
knowledge such as being able to ex-
pertly shoot out the tires of a moving
vehicle is required. Past participants
have described the mission as a fun,
rewarding experience.

Our 9/11 Memorial Ceremony was a
signature event that received universi-
ty-wide acclaim. In Fall 2012, OSU
switched from the quarter system to
semesters. This signified the first time
OSU was ever in session to commemo-

S&I club 9/11 Memorial.

rate the 9/11 attacks. Eric and | with
the immeasurable contributions of our
four new officers, Alex Polivka, Emily
Wiegand, Katelyn Wright, and Thomas
Nitz, rose up to the challenge and or-
ganized a program in nine days. On
September llth, 2012 at 8:30pm, over
150 students, faculty, and staff arrived
at the Browning Amphitheatre next to
Mirror Lake to properly remember
9/11. Army ROTC, Women'’s Glee Club,
Undergraduate Student Government,
Mount  Leadership  Society, and
Boerger Investigative Services all pro-
vided personnel in support.

We knew we had organized a truly
special event when President Gordon
Gee appeared to personally thank us
for our steadfast leadership.
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Our Student Veteran Appreciation
Event in February 2013 was another
collaborative effort led by S&I Club for
the university. We partnered with Sig-
ma lota Rho, Vets4Vets, and the Psy-
chology Club to host a resource fair
and appreciation dinner for our stu-
dent veterans. This event spurred the
student body to give thanks to their
fellow Buckeyes who served in the mili-
tary and mobilized the veteran affairs
organizations to one convenient loca-
tion for optimal dissemination of all
benefits available on campus. As S&I
Club expands, we plan on continuing to
organize activities for the entire univer-
sity and Columbus populace.

We encourage you to attend one of
our meetings on Tuesdays at 7:00pm in

Townshend Hall and get involved. All it
takes is a good idea and a couple ambi-
tious people to turn a dream into a
reality. OSU will give you that oppor-
tunity. What | have learned is that it is
up to you to seize it.”
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ALUMNI Highlights

Arkovi Social Media Archiving

MARKETING COORDINATOR

Caitlin Zucal (2010)

Caitlin Zucal graduated in 2010 in In-
ternational Studies, focusing on Inter-
national Relations and Diplomacy.
After completing a professional intern-
ship with the Walt Disney Company,
Caitlin went on to become the Mar-
keting Coordinator for Arkovi Social
Media Archiving, where she utilized
her skills in writing, as well as organiza-
tional and media communications
through social media marketing.

After Arkovi’s acquisition by RegEd in
2012, Caitlin moved to the Raleigh-
Durham area where she manages the
company’s social media presence and
contributes to industry publications
such as Financial Planning Magazine,
Investment Writing and Social Media
Today.

“The experiences | had as part of the
Buckeye Community provided me with
invaluable lessons that have allowed
me to successfully transition from stu-
dent to professional. As a student and
Resident Advisor (RA) at The Ohio
State University, | learned the im-
portance of relationships and how you
should never stop educating yourself.
Success comes from enthusiastically
building relationships and incorpo-
rating lessons learned from peers,
mentors and colleagues into your work
ethic.”
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Liam Birt (2011)

Liam Birt is a Spring 2011 graduate of
The Ohio State University, where he
majored in World Economy & Business.
During his undergraduate career he had
the privilege of interning for Mission
Medical Corporation, where he special-
ized in developing country market re-
search for pre-owned and refurbished
medical equipment. His market re-
search included such countries as Vene-
zuela, Colombia, Belize and Vietnam.
Here is his update since graduation.

“l moved to New York City upon gradu-
ating from Ohio State in 2011. | lived in
a place where there were five rooms
and up to ten roommates at any given
time. Evidently, this is a pretty standard
living situation when you first move to
New York City. Panjiva was the first
company at which | worked. It's the
most efficient and accurate global
sourcing database in the world. It's lo-
cated in the Flatiron District, with the
historic Flatiron Building less than 100
yards away from the front door of the
building. It was a great place to start my
career.

Panjiva helps buyers in the United
States connect virtually with every sup-
plier in the world that exports to the
United States via cargo vessel. Panjiva
eliminates a significant amount of re-
search and travel time when trying to
find overseas manufacturers of whatev-
er commodity you are interested in
sourcing. My role was to cold call on
companies that were importing goods,
and offer them the opportunity to have
access to that database. | would also
attend global sourcing trade shows
where | was able to meet people from
literally all over the world. | worked
there for one full year before | decided
to take another position at an incredible
company called IBISWorld.

IBISWorld is the largest publisher of
industry intelligence in the world. The
company is in the Trump Building on
Wall Street. | was presented with the
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opportunity to interview at IBISWorld by
one of my colleagues who | previously
worked with at Panjiva, Bobby Routh.
IBISWorld is an Australian based compa-
ny with a great mix of people from Aus-
tralia, UK, South Africa and various parts
of the U.S. As a Business Development
Manager, | work with companies that
have a need for qualitative economic
analysis on specific industries to do a
number of things, including mitigating
the risk of lending, putting together
marketing material, and achieving lower
rates on corporate annual contracts, to
name a few.

It's an incredible position, and in a re-
covering & growing economy, there is
no other company that I'd rather work

for. On a more personal level, I've
moved four times in the 17 months that
I've lived in New York City. I've moved to
some very interesting areas in Brooklyn,
and have finally settled (or at least |
hope so) in the Financial District with
less than a ten minute walk to work. I'll
conclude my story by saying that if
you're thinking of moving to this city,
and you hear people say that it takes
about a year and often times more to
finally get settled, they aren't joking. It's
an incredible experience which makes
the hectic lifestyle totally worth it.
There's no other city in the world that |
could see myself living in at this point in
time.”
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BE BOLD MEDIA, CEO

Sabrina Hersi-Issa (2006)
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Sabrina, a 2006 graduate of International Studies, is CEO of Be Bold Media She is originally from

Somalia.

Sabrina Hersi-Issa, 2006 graduate of
International Studies, was chosen by
Forbes as one of the “30 Under 30”
professionals in the area of Law and
Policy.

Sabrina Hersi-Issa earned Dual Degrees
with majors in International Relations
& Diplomacy, Political Science and
Women’s Studies. Since then, she has
been living in the Washington DC area.

Sabrina is currently the CEO of Be Bold
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Media, a digital media firm for social
campaign organizers around the world
and co-founder of End Famine, a cam-
paign dedicated to seeking sustainable
solutions to global hunger.

Sabrina has been honored by Forbes as
one of the “30 Under 30” most in-
volved of her generation in the area of
Law and Policy. She is also the 2011
winner of the Women’s Information
Network (WIN) Young Women of
Achievement award. She has been

named by Washingtonian Magazine as
a Woman to Watch.

She has also worked with Oxfam and
Afghans for Civil Society, an NGO that
develops women’s programs and inde-
pendent media in southern Afghani-
stan.

Sabrina is originally from Somalia, and
came with her family to the United
States under political asylum.

CITIZEN CO-CHAIR
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PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION

Erica Chain (2005)
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Erica Chain (second from right in line) meeting President Obama as citizen co-chair of his
inauguration. Erica is a 2005 graduate of International Studies.

President Obama speaking with eight
"citizen co-chairs" of his second inau-
gural. They were chosen because they
each have a story that reflects a differ-
ent aspect of his first term. The co-
chairs are people who have been in-
volved in Obama efforts on health
care, education assistance, energy de-
velopments, ending the military's ban
on gays, and winding down the war in
Afghanistan.

Erica Chain (second from right in line)
graduated in 2005 with a major in

World Economy & Business and a mi-
nor in French.

At 27 years old, Erica was diagnosed
with a life-threatening brain tumor.
She applied to every health insurance
provider she could think of, but was
denied coverage due to a pre-existing
condition. Thanks to the Pre-Existing
Condition Insurance Plan (PCIP) under
the Affordable Care Act, Erica was able
to get the surgery she needed in order
to stay alive and the rehab to reach a
full recovery.

Erica is a young adult survivor passion-
ate about health technology, concert
harp, and innovation in healthcare de-
livery. Erica supports the digital health
eco-system by powering the next gen-
eration of health entrepreneurs.

Erica works at Rock Health and Silicon
Valley Bank-Analytics to support the
digital health and venture eco-system
and resides in San Francisco.
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